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But the majority of those who learn Latin spend
so much time in studying the dry bark of particular
trees that they have no time to observe the beauties
of the wood, and indeed often leave school in
ignorance that there is any wood to be regarded as
beautiful (I am tempted to recall one of the better
errors of a pupil: he was endeavouring to reproduce
Tennyson's lines about Virgil,

All the charm of all the Muses
Often flowering in a lonely word:

but in his hands it came out in the following form:

All the charm of all the Muses
Flowering in a wood!)

There is no real reason why the two aims should
not be pursued concurrently: in fact, as soon as the
elements of grammar have been really mastered
(preferably by an " intensive " method) rapid read-
ing can hopefully begin. But it is rather seldom that
it does so, and die allotted twenty lines of poetry or
page of prose are gone through in a manner
calculated to fill the youthful mind with a sense.of
lamentation and mourning and woe.

The remedy would seem to be that two books
should be read at the same time, one with a view to
studying the language and the other with a view to
studying the matter. It is perhaps the school-
master's aversion for the crib (as well as his very
creditable passion for accuracy) which makes him
shy of adopting this method, But the only real way